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Cheap, Fun Spring Ideas 

By Tia Little 

Itôs a fact that nobody wants to spend money that they donôt have to spend. Itôs also a fact 

that people donôt like to spend their own money. So the problem is, what are we suppose 

to do when the snow finally melts and spring gets here? So with a group of friends, I sat 

down and made a list of fun things to do, along with the cost. 

 

 Hike at a state park. Healthy and fun! You can bring your own lunch and the cost 

is about $3.00. 

 Bike ride anywhere. Healthy fun, and the cost is f-r-e-e, the lovely 4-letter word! 

 Take a trip to Washington, D.C.. Most of the sights there are free. Museums and 

monuments are free. You will just have to pay for gas and parking! 

 Hit the beach! Ok, so itôs a bit eccentric to go to the beach in the spring, but it 

would be an unforgettable experience. Plus, no silly tourists to worry about! 

 Go to Lancaster PA.  Itôs more fun if you like shopping and looking for bargains. 

Sure, you have to pay tax, but itôs worth it. Buggy rides and Dutch Wonderland are  

only a few minutes (ok... 30 minutes) away from Hershey Park! 

 Go out at night with your friends and watch the stars. This is one of my all-time 

favorite spring activities. Itôs quiet and you get to bond with your friends. More a 

girl thing but still fun, and free.  

 Go to the library. Itôs free and quiet, if you want to escape the norm of life, plus 

you can take things home with you. 

 Finally, the best;  just being with your friends. Hanging around with each other is 

fun cheap and can never get old. These are the people who understand you the best 

and are probably broke right along with you!! Have fun this spring, maybe these 

ideas can jump start your own fun. 



 

P A G E  2  A World of Art  
By Kayla Shultz 

The key to the history of the world can be clearly demonstrated in the art the 

ages have produced. As mankind has advanced through the centuries, the art it has left 

behind shows what life was like in the years past. But what will this age reveal about 

life in the 21st century for future generations? 

 The arts that have been developed from the beginning until the present have 

changed tremendously. Art that dates as far back as people have discovered reveals 

simple and un-detailed people and animals, such as the rock carvings found in caves 

and in Ancient Egypt. Later in Ancient Greece, great detail was born. Beautifully real-

istic sculptures were created, as well as detailed architecture, such as the Parthenon, 

that differed from Egyptôs stark pyramids. Even more detail was shown through the 

Taj Mahal in India. In the Middle Ages, artists drew or painted very realistic scenes 

that resembled everyday life. Portraits of important people originated during this gen-

eral time period, and about one hundred years later, accurate perspective and propor-

tions developed. The general idea of capturing people and events in a realistic repre-

sentation continued for many years, until the impressionist style was introduced. This 

style, most closely associated with the art of painting, strayed from detail and vaguely 

revealed the main idea, or impression, of a scene. Soon intricate detail and realistic art 

was becoming old-fashioned. Then with the invention of the camera and computer, art 

took on a completely new form. The camera made it possible to create art with the 

push of a button, instead of hours of concentrated, labor-intensive work. With the com-

puter came animation and the popular development of cartoons. In the present time, art 

finds its place in photography, urban architecture, abstract paintings, and contemporary 

sculpture. 

 Although the art styles of the ages differed as time went on, there was a com-

monality that lasted until the turn of the 20th century: to reveal the human being. 

Nowadays, however, art has strayed from the celebration of mankind and has taken a 

new form, called Modern Art. Modern Art emphasizes colors, shapes, and lines, much 

more than the fine and careful details of historyôs arts. We can determine so much from 

historyôs art, so what will future generations determine about the 21st century based on 

its art? Hereôs a chart to display the differences of timeôs arts. 
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Brand Name Clothes:  

Why do people actually wear them? 

By Brittany Robinette 

 American Eagle. Aeropostale. Hollister. Abercrombie and 

Fitch. Almost every high-school and middle-school student has 

heard of them. They are the brand name clothing stores and many 

students want to be seen wearing their clothes. But why? Why is it 

so important to some people to wear brand name clothes?  

 The answer is not very straightforward. For most, the reason 

is that they want to fit in. They want to be accepted into the group. 

ñEverybody else is wearing it, so to fit in, I should wear it too.ò This 

statement runs through so many studentsô minds while they donôt 

realize it. Ultimately, everybody wants to be accepted. 

 From what I have seen, middle-schoolers are more con-

cerned with wearing the latest fashion from the brand name stores 

than high-schoolers. There can be many reasons for this, but two 

stick out in my mind. One, middle school students have less self-

confidence than high school students overall. Grades 6-8 seem to 

have a hard time finding and then fitting into groups. Two, a lot of 

high school students have to buy their own clothes. They soon real-

ize how expensive brand name clothes can be and recognize that 

other clothes have just as good, if not better, quality.  

 In my opinion, brand name clothes donôt make any sense. A 

lot of clothes sold at these stores are very poorly made and very 

thin. I have noticed that brand name clothes tear more easily and 

wear down more quickly than other clothes. Brand name clothes 

can also get really expensive!  

 What does God say about appearance? 1 Samuel 16:7 says, 

ñThe Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at 

the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.ò So, it 

doesnôt really matter if you wear the latest fashions from the brand 

name stores. What matters is your personality and your heart. So, 

in my opinion, wear what you want to wear and shop where you 

want to shop! Who cares what people think? If people think youôre 

weird because of the clothes you wear, thatôs their problem. Donôt 

let people discourage you because of your looks. God and your 

true friends love you for who you are, not what you wear.  
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De-stress: Advice from 

Towle Teachers  

(and One 11th Grader) 
By Elizabeth Peck   

 

     We all get stressed out from our 

school load, family life, issues or 

drama with friends; once you start 

feeling overwhelmed, anything can 

irritate you.  In an effort to help you 

calm down, I asked some wise 

teachers from Towle for advice and 

this is what they told me: 

 

ñSpend time alone.ò ï Mrs. Mahoney 

ñTake a deep breath. You have to recognize that you are stressed first, and then make the   

conscious decision to stop. I take a deep breath and stretch and unclench my teeth.ò ï Mr. 

Ellenburger 

ñExercise and gardening.ò ï Mrs. Maxwell  

ñFirst thing that comes to mind is chocolate.ò ï Mrs. Miller  

ñGet back to nature.ò ï Mrs. Moore 

ñI go to the piano.ò ï Mrs. Hampson  

 

      Basically just find something that calms you down, perhaps playing an instrument, or just 

finding a quiet place and reconnecting with God.  If you have the peace of the Lord in your heart 

you wonôt have room for the stress and anger. ñPeace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 

not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraidò (John 

14:27). 

     I find that, aside from prayer, the best way to de-stress is laughter.  Step back from yourself 

and laugh about how uptight and frazzled you are.  You will find that analyzing the reasons for 

your stress shows you that they arenôt really that big a deal.  So take a deep breath and smile. 
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